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Built in 1890 and with the red brick exterior still intact -
_in its original construction and appearance, the Howard Home,
now the museum, 18 a magnlflcent late Victorian structure
featuring both stalned and leaded glass W1ndcws

Designed by ‘Drach and Thomas, architects of New York city,
‘much of the actual construction was supervised by the late
Arthur Loomis of Jeffersonv1lle -Indiana.

The interior of the home reflects the Splrlt of boat bulldefs,
both'in its design and wood paneling. The main stairway from
the front hall to the second floor. is a replica of the stair-
way on the famous J. M. White, a rlverboat built by the Howard
vards in 1878 and con31dered the most palatial boat on the '
.Ohio ox MlSSlSSlppl N Lo

The house is situated on a 1.2 acre block of land which is’
across from the boat company that is a successor of the
orlglnal Howard company and contlnues to maxe barges and ‘tugs
with -a work force of nearly 1000

In March of 1971, the house Was damaged by a flre which
started in the basement “Furnace. The fire went up from the
basement through the stair hall, destroying the roof, four
floors above. But except for the stairway between the Eirst .
and second floors, the floors of the first and second stair
-halls and the panellng in the first floor stair hall which
is badly charred, very little permanent damage has occurred
to the structure of its collections. This conclusion 1is
shared and stated in a field report by the NATIONAL TRUST FOR
HISTORIC PRESERVATION dated January 26, 1972,

The Mhseum reopened in June of 1972 with most of the work
‘completed on the exterlor and displays shown on the first
floor of the 22 room d'well:i_nge

~ The Museum is shown and identified on  the U. S. - Army . Corps
of Englneers Map, a copy of which is attached.

This original Howard home became a museum in 1954 when the
“building and block of land was purchased from the occupant,Mrs.
Loretta. Howard, who for some years after this date acted as a
curator and gulde.‘ The museum is operated by a non- proflt
corporation formed under the laws of Indiana.
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CISTATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Howard home was constructed in 1890 by many of the
artisans of whom were emploved in the yards. A field report
Ccompleted in January, 1972 by a representative of the NMational
Tyust describes the mansion in derail and the beautiful wood~

work used in the doors and paneling. Inside the museum are
many models in full scale of famous river boats and alao a
aumber of the actual hull models used by the Howards 'in the
comstruction of their boats. 0ld papers of the firws and some
of the tools used also ave on display. \
. The original Howard bulldln& firm was started in 1834 and con-
rinued in the family until 1941, when the company and its land
~along the Ohic River was sold to the Jeffersonville Boat Com~
pany. - The Jeffersonville Boat Company is active today on the

same site where the Howards started’ bulldlng viver ‘eraft in
18340,

. . . R P R R N AN TR RS

We have at this site a continuity of the inland boat buildin
 business in the United States, going back almost 150 years.

During the time when the Howards built river craft, they were
pioneers in the change of design of these craft from the fivst
side-wheeler to the more familiar boats with the large wooden
wheel on. the stern and then finally to the boats driven by
plOPEllerS. Each change in design was dictated by & change in
the type of cargo carried. The side-wheeler with its great
deck space was designed to carry bales of cotton; then came a
boat that was used to push barges rather than to carry the
cargo on its own deck. Howard boats not only contributed to
the economic development of the nation, but served to carry.
Union troops in the Civil War.

In 1898 theé Howard firm sent 112 men from the Jeffersonville,
Indiana and Louisville, Kentucky areas to Unalaska Island to

1

build river boats for use in the gold rush on the Yukon River.
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A complete list of the hundreds of boats, ferries, and barges
built by the Howard firm is contained in the book "From
Paddle Wheels to Propellers' by Charles Preston Fishbaugh
and published by the Indiana Historical Socilety.

The Howards had the finest name in river boat building. They
were known as a family of great honesty and ability who for
years gave employment to hundreds of craftsmen. No statement |
about the Howard Museum can fail to mention the more than
800 photographic plates of many of the boats built at the
Howard yard, and still in possession of the museum. So. -
important is the Howard tradition that Indiana University
 has many .of the company records in their University Archives.

Several months ago, President Richard Nixon sent letters of
personal commendation to four of the volunteers at the museum
who have given freely of their time to help repair the damage
caused by the fire of 1971. ' :
In 1972, the National Trust for Historic Preservation gave
a grant to the Howard Museum to assist with the work of
making this historic building ready for the public in 1973.
Also, in July of this year, 1973, the Indiana Bell Telephone
Company will feature a picture of the Howard Museum on the
cover of their telephone book for the Jeffersonville-New
Albany areas of a population of some 160,000 people.
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